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Throughout his professional life John has been especially 
interested in how devalued others and related historical 
events are represented and serve as oppressive ideology. His 
social constructionist analysis reveals the material and self-
interested motivation that underlies injustice, especially that 
produced by capitalism.

“In general, I’m interested in how things get talked about –
discourse, images, representations, propaganda.” 
- John Sorenson, 2016 interview



A good deal of John’s professional work is focused 
on racism, war, nationalism and refugees. He was 
active in Third World solidarity groups and in 
humanitarian relief work in the Horn of Africa 
with the Eritrean Relief Association.





Collaborative Work  of 
John Sorenson and Atsuko Matsuoka 

Atsuko Matsuoka is a professor at the School of Social Work at York 
University, Canada. She teaches Animals and Social Work from a Critical 
Animal Studies perspective. Atsuko’s work addresses the importance of 
understanding the intersectionality of oppression among immigrants, 
ethnic older adults, and other animals. 



2008



2009 Sorenson delves into our conflicted 
relationship to the great apes, 
which often reveals as much about 
us as humans as it does about the 
apes themselves. Ape investigates 
representations of apes in popular 
culture, particularly films and 
advertising in which apes are often 
portrayed as human caricatures, 
monsters, and clowns. 



"Ape is an emotionally powerful 
book that traces humankind's long 
and troubled relationship with our 
closest living relatives . . . John 
Sorenson packs this volume with 
riveting examples . . . At once a 
lucid cultural history and a 
manifesto for change."
-Times Literary Supplement



2010 “While Canada considers itself a 
compassionate society, a brief glance 
at how we obtain our food, our 
practice of pet-keeping, our outdated 
cruelty laws, the fur industry and seal 
hunt, our unregulated vivisection 
industry and practices such as trophy-
hunting and rodeos, shows us a good 
deal about ourselves and what we find 
exciting, entertaining or amusing.  . . . 
These facts raise disturbing questions 
about our society and about our own 
values, ethics and moral progress.” 
- John Sorenson 



“In About Canada: Animal Rights, John 
Sorenson delivers an extensive analysis of 
animal rights in Canada, which is both 
extremely disturbing and informative. In 
his exploration of this important and 
controversial topic, Sorenson provides us 
with numerous examples of the 
exploitation and abuse of [other] animals 
within industry, as well as the sad 
shortcomings of Canadian legislation 
intended to regulate it. He explains the 
issue of animal rights in a comprehensive 
and yet extremely accessible way.”
- Priscillia Lefebvre, Carleton University 



2014
Defining Critical Animal Studies is undoubtedly an 
important volume and will surely come to be seen 
retrospectively as a significant moment in the 
development of the field. It underlines CAS as an 
intersectional approach that, unlike so many in the 
academy, does not cease its labour at the boundary of the 
‘human’. . . . This volume is an important contribution, and 
one would hope it is read widely especially by those 
outside (critical) animal studies, by readers of this journal 
and especially by those who do scholarly work related to 
human/animal relations while in their everyday lives 
continue practices that harm and exploit [other] animals.

- Richard Twine, Edge Hill University



2014
“Rather than seeing animal exploitation as only 
a cultural or ethical problem, we must 
understand it in a broader political context and 
as part of capitalist structures that commodify 
all forms of life. . . . Those on the left remain 
attached to an approach that is doomed to 
maintain our war on compassion by accepting 
the dualism and hierarchy of humans over all 
other animals. It is necessary for radical politics 
to think the unthinkable by accepting the 
politics of animal liberation as fundamental to 
its approach, seeing humans as integrated with 
nature rather than viewing nature as a 
collection of resources for our use. With 
abolitionist animal rights as the basis of 
renewed political struggle, we can truly think 
the unthinkable and imagine new forms of 
emancipated social life and inclusive justice.” 
- John Sorenson, from the Introduction



“This volume is a very important contribution to 
the rapidly growing interdisciplinary field of 
critical animal studies. Its wide-ranging essays 
will be of broad interest and surely will 
encourage readers to challenge their 
preconceptions about who other animal beings 
really are and to adopt a more compassionate 
and socially just position in our numerous and 
inevitable encounters with them.” 
- Marc Bekoff, professor emeritus of Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology at the University of Colorado, 
Boulder



2016

“In my book Constructing Ecoterrorism I examine some absurd and rather 
alarming statements that have been made by governmental officials, police, 
media, and industry over the last decade or so. These statements have 
identified animal rights activists as ecoterrorists and have compared the 
animal rights movement to Al-Qaeda, and even identified animal rights 
activists as the number one terrorist threat in the United States. . . . Let’s 
remember that what most people in the world experience as terrorism is 
violence by the state, killing, torturing, and intimidating hundreds of millions 
of people over the last century – including colonization, genocide, death 
squads, and so on. . . . When we think of ecoterrorism we might properly 
think of corporations that are involved in practices of resource extraction 
that regularly use violence against nonhuman animals, against the 
environment, and against people who oppose what they do, employing the 
police and the militaries of the state in which they operate, or their own 
private armies.”
- John Sorenson, talk at University of Winnipeg, March 23, 2016 



2016 “John Sorenson brilliantly exposes the 
primary discursive and legal strategies 
employed to manage social dissent, as 
well as the outright lies, deceptions, 
hypocrisies, and dirty tactics 
employed to protect the corporate 
and political interests of the animal 
and environmental exploitation 
industries. This book is a worthwhile 
addition to the literature on the war 
on terror, social movements, animal 
rights activism, securitisation, and US 
history.” 
- Richard Jackson, University of Otago, New Zealand



2018
“This stimulating collection, assembled by 
renowned scholars, exemplifies the full 
breadth and maturity of Critical Animal 
Studies. With authors representing 
disciplines ranging from archaeology to 
psychology and employing theoretical 
frameworks as diverse as analytic 
philosophy and critical indigenous studies, 
Critical Animal Studies persuasively 
demonstrates that questions concerning 
[other] animals are among the most 
significant and transformative questions of 
our age.”  
- Matthew Calarco, professor of philosophy, California 
State University



“Finally, we would like to chart new 
directions in a unique way. We would 
like to encourage readers to consider 
these chapters and not only analyze 
the particular situations described in 
this volume but also to look at their 
own responses to the material, 
analyze their responses and reactions, 
and see how and what they can utilize 
from these ideas to transform their 
everyday activities.”

- Atsuko Matsuoka and John Sorenson, from the 
Introduction



2019
“This edited book investigates our 
interactions with dogs, coyotes, 
wolves, and foxes, and our 
representations of these animals in 
various times and spaces. Taking a 
Critical Animal Studies perspective, 
the volume questions our socially 
constructed images of canids and the 
boundaries we construct around 
them, and challenges us to reconsider 
them.” 

- Atsuko Matsuoka and John Sorenson, from the 
Introduction



“This book expressly considers itself 
an interventionist text, as part of 
activist scholarship, because it seeks 
trans-species social justice. It explores 
the metaphorical deployment of dogs 
as signifiers of human identities and 
self-definition while simultaneously 
looking at the lived realities of their 
historical and contemporary lives. The 
essays are persuasive and well-
written." 

- Sandra Swart, Stellenbosch University
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John Sorenson – Public Sociologist
“Stamp out the tiger trade,” The Globe and Mail, February 2, 2010
“We know the solutions: preserve habitats, stop resource extraction and infrastructural development 
(meaning financial institutions should not support such development), keep humans away from tigers (which 
means relocating people and providing them suitable resources), educate people about the value and 
importance of wildlife, stop corruption, enforce laws and totally ban trade in tiger parts.”







In 2019 John was invited to the Universitas 
Gadjah Mada in Indonesia to give a public lecture 

and to receive an achievement award. 



Brock Sociology – Three decades of critical pedagogy

• Concentration in Critical Animal Studies – First in Canada
• Anti-Racism
• Critical Examination of Capitalist Globalization

“John Sorenson taught courses on nonhuman animals and human 
society and on corporate globalization. Taking a Critical Animal Studies 
approach, his work is concerned with the idea of trans-species social 
justice and considers the oppression and exploitation of nonhuman 
animals in the context of global capitalism, imperialism and 
colonialism.” - Brock Sociology Website 



“What we do at Brock is to put animal exploitation in the context of 
social justice issues. . . . I think that education shouldn’t just stop for 
students in the classroom, but should involve people from the 
community. I like the idea of exposing the students in my courses to 
other scholars who are working on these issues. It provides a good 
opportunity to invite people to Brock. . . . One of the goals of the 
conference is to build a progressive vegan culture. The conference is a 
mixture of both academics and activists.” 
– John Sorenson, 2011 interview 







Thank you John and Atsuko for all of your work 
promoting trans-species justice . . . thus far!


